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The probabilities are that the weather in New
York and its vicinity to-day will be colder and
cloudy, with snotr, followed by clearing toward
night. To-morrow it will be very cold and fair.
This Is tub Day of days for expeditious

shopping. All tliu stores will l>o well supplied
viuu tluuw 1uiiui.

Don't Put Away your Christinas memories
with your presents; they arc excellent antidotes
to the blues and other mental maladies.

More Than a dozen pedestrians retired from
the Mailison Square track yesterday without
the Christmas boxes that they went there to get.
Do Polick.m f.n ever report upon streets and

sidewalks that are obstructed by building materials? If they do* who pigeonholes the reports1

Spontaneous Combustion of rubbish has
caused another costly fire, and thousands of
large establishments are undoubtedly preparing
lor a similar end.
Another Husband has been discovered who

loves his wife so dearly that ho feels compelled
to shoot her. Thero are many queer ways of
showing affection.

A New Horse Disease has broken out in
Kentucky, as similar maladies are likely to do
wherever animals have been brought to that
sensitiveness which is inseparable from extreme
physical development.
The Points of the now plea m favor of the

Tichborno claimant appear in a letter published
on another page, and show that even in conservativeEngland a scamp may hope to outwit
the, law through the law.

Many Yeahs havo elapsed since thousands of
New Yorkers, without regard to belief or nationality,rose in a crowded honse and intoned
u patriotic prayer to heaven, as the audienco at
the Academy of Music did yesterday.
Even the Devil seems to have respected

Christinas, for the almost inevitable daily recordof murders will be sought in vain in the
papers to-day although thero were some quarrels
and lights in which he was represented by his
trusty lieutenant, whiskey.

Stii.l Another Pi.an of stopping tho noiso
of the "L" roads is offered in our "Complaint
Hook," and the companies probably already know
of plenty that would be effectual. But what do
they care for the noise so long as none of the
directors' houses face the tracks ?

The Notorious James Oano, which has
made life and property uncertain in various
localities of tho Southwest, is again represented
in a Kansas jail. To suppress a single member
of such a party is worth us much to Kansas as

u score of respectable citizens.

People May Emerge several seconds sooner

from an "L" road train if the doors nre opened
while the station is jet two or tlireo hundred
yards away, but those who endure the piercing
blast that sweeps through an open car in rapid
motion do not understand why they should sufferas seriously as they do to so small purpose.
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number of religious services. Churches of ull
denominations seem to have realized that
Christmas bus a legitimate plivco in the lint of
days honored by public religious exercises. It
is rather odd tliat tlie idea should have been so

long in developing, but better late than never.

A Citizen of Texas objects, through tho
IIkrai.Ij, to his Stute being credited with the
ownership of the ruffian Cnrrle, who shot
Porter, the aetor, a few months ago. We do
not wonder that Texas should be glad to deny
responsibility for the murderer, but unfortunatelygreat States, like great cities, are

charged with whatever is done by their residents.New York has frequent occasion to feel
|ust as Tex us does.

The wkatiii:k.-r-The meteorological conditionshave become very much disturbed throughoutthe Middle Atlantic and New Ktigiand const
districts by tho expansion of the depression
which was over the ocean off the Nova Scotia
coast. The area of high barometer which dominatedthe weather over the western sections of
the country during the past few days has moved
eastward, and its centre is now over the Central.Mississippi Valley, ltain fell ill the Atlanticand Gulf coast districts, and snow in tho
lake regions. The weather west of tho MississippiKlver was fair. The temperature fell in
nil the districts, with the exception of tho New
Kn^land States alid the extreme West. Tho
decline wus especially marked in the Western
(i iil States and the luko regions. The winds
have Im-cii brisk in the West anil Southwest, and
from fresh to light elsewhere. Tho weather in
New Vork and its vicinity to-day will be colder
and cloudy, with snow, lollowed by clearing
toward lii^ht. To-morrow it will be very cold
atid lair.
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The Situation in Naiu«.
Wo have at no time believed that the
tuning indignation and flaring threats of

the Maine republicans would lead to a did*
turbance of the peace of tho State. It is a

carious circumstance that the wildest of
the warlike utterances have proceeded from
the pulpits of evangelical clergymen.a class
of men who live in an atmosphere of emotion,
and have not sufficient contact with affairs
to give them tho calculating coolness und
cautious appreciation of difficulties possessedby citizens "hackneyod in the ways
of men" and #who have a more practical
acquaintance with life. In the combustible
state of publio feoling which exists in
Maine our confidence that tho peace of the
State will be preserved has rested on our
nutimafA r%f Ka nnnil aimuA and nrantifial

sagacity of Senator Blaino. While it is bis
interest to kindlo the indignation of his
party and carry it to a .high pitch, it would
bo fatal for him to tako tlio inoondiary
responsibility of a local civil war. In
his willingness to rouso indignation
he has gone some steps too far, but he is
strong enough to restrain his followers
within legal limits. It was a blender to
give a loose rein to bravado about a resort
to force, because it furnishes a handle to
the fusionists. They denounce the republicansfor their inoendiary threats, and are

able on this ground to make a strong appealto the peace loving citizens of the
State against revolutionary violence. Mr.
Blaine sees that the republicans must retreatfrom so untenable a position, and he
is conducting the retreat with consummate
skill.
Of oourse the able and plaasible letter of

ex-Seoator Morrill, the chairman of the
Bepublican State Committee, was not preparedwithout consultation nor sent to
Governor Garcelon without the sanction of
Mr. Blaine. It is exceedingly clever and
dexterous. Maintaining throughout a tone
of decorous moderation and couched in
language of respectful deference for GovernorGaroelon, it oonveys the impressionthat the republicans of Maine
are extremely anxious to have this
controversy settled by legal and
peaceful methods. By holding out the
prospect of a judicial determination it
tends to allay the spasmodic passions
which clamor for violent redress. It is the
main purpose of Mr. Morrill's extremely
adroit letter to exert tfiis tranquillizing influenceon the republican party of Maine
without abating their sense of the injustice
with which they have been treated. Noth-
mg 01 ino Kiiia was ever more SKiuuny
done. .

Wo do not suppose that either Mr. Morrill
or Mr. Blaine has any expectation that this
profi'er will be accepted. If this cose were

submitted to the Supreme Court it would
doubtless decide, as Judge Virgin decided,
when ho was applied to for a mandamus,
that the question is beyond the jurisdiction
of the Court. * Mr. Morrill peroeiTes this as

clearly as anybody could tell it to him.
He is carelul to say that he would expect
the Court to act only as an "umpire."
But if it were to travel outside of
its jurisdiction and express opinions
as an "umpire," such opinions would
have no binding effect. It may indeedoccur to many persons that they
have read reports of judicial decisions iu
which courts have decided on the validity
ot elections. But we must guard against
the confusion of view whioh results from
false analogies. None of the cases in which
courts havo delivered judgments oa the
election of publio officers has related to
members of a legislative body. Courts have
jurisdiction in relation to the election of
State or oounty offioers. and in such
cases if canvassers have made an

illegal award the offico may be
given to the rightful claimant by
a judicial decision. But in every State
each branch of the Legislature is made tho
final judge of the election of its own members.Thero is no appeal from its decision
and no authority to review its judgment.
Each branch of every Legislature possesses
exclusive jurisdiction and is a court of
final resort as to the election of its own
members. While it is certain that no

judicial court ever has, it is safe to assumo

that none ever will interpose in this class
of questions, which all thefState constitutionsreserve from the purview of the
judicial power and commit exclusively to
ii a:
bile liuuauo Ui lUCJll

The necessity for quieting down the prevailingexcitement in the motive of Mr.
Morrill's letter. Itfe closing aenteiico is in*
tended rather ns a hint to t&o belligerent
republicans than as an appeal to the Governor.Mr. Morrill says :."I address Your
Excellency not simply as an individual,
but as chairman of the committee of the
republican party, all of whom are desiroux,
above all things, to avoid every possiblo
disturbance of the public tranquillity and
to reconcile popular discontent." This is
equivalent to Baying to tho republicans of
Maine, cease talking about force until all
poaoeful methods «ave boen exhausted.

It was full lime te> send forth this cry of
"Halt!" Thore has been a narrow escapo
from bloodshed in tho streets of Bangor.
The Governor, in the exorcise of an

authority which undoubtedly belongs to
him, ordered a transfer of arms from the
Bangor Arsenal to Augusta. The arms were

loaded upon wagons to bo couveycd
to the railway station, and while tho teams
were passing throngh tho streets of Bangor
they were stopped by a republican mob,
and the officer in chargo, to avoid bloodshod,sent back the arms to tho arsenal and
hastened to tho State capital to report the
proceedings to the Governor. It is high
time that public feeling Bhould be quieted
and the supremacy of law restored. It is
all important for the republicans to keep
the law on their sido in this angry and
bitter contest. If they put it in the power
of their opponents to brand them as inoendiaryrevolutionists they will be fatally
weakened.
The machinery for canvassing votes in

Maine is bad and ought to be amended.
It is unwise to make the Governor of the
State a member of the Canvassing Board.
It is a great mistake to have no inter*
mediate body of canvassers between tho
towns and wards which furnish the original
returns and the canvassers at the State capK
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I tal. We manage things better in New York.
Our boards of county canvassers have
to bear tbo brant ot tho counting, and tbo
work is so distributed that it is not in the
power of any one body seriously to interferewith the intentions of the voters. No
Assembly district passes county lines, and
the prima iacie title of members of Assemblyto seats is derived from the Board of
County Canvassers, the State canvassers

having nothing to do with the votes for the
lower branch of the Legislature. Under
this systom there can be no wholesale injustice.The votes lor Senators are indeed
examined by the Stato Board of Canvassers,
boeauso the Senate districts extend beyoud
tho limits of counties ; but all the substantialpart of tho work is nevertheless done
by the county canvassers. The State Board
merely sends up the returns received from
the county aeats. Under sucli a system
there can be only isolated cases of a lalse
declaration of results, and the main body
ofthe Legislature always consists at the out*
sot of member? whom the people intended
to elect.

How Christmas Sped.
Yesterdd^ dawned through skies loweringand wet, just as if St. Nicholas, the

patron saint of the city and the manager of
Christmas festivities, was determined that
no one's eyes should have excuse to stray
from the bounteous attractions that had
boen provided for them indoors. Phoebus
did not provide his customary reveille, but
nobody slept later on that aooount, for
everywhere, ezoept those sad prisons
denominated well regulated families,
there was an early hurrying to and fro of
feet ridiculously small for the noise they
made, and parents whb turned over in bed
to enjoy another nap learned speedily that
they had reached that day of the year in
which the last is first and the least becomesthe greatest. People who hurried
through the chilling, damp air and almost
empty streets to an early service at church
were reminded that the day belonged to
everybody, rich and poor, Christian and
pagan, for wreaths or flowers or Christmas
trees adorned every window. If people
could not publicly display their hearts on

their sleeves they seemed bound at least to
prove that they wore them there. Nearly
everybody was too excited to eat much
breakfast, but handsomely regained consciousnessby dinner time, while thousands
who had no breakfast to forget found at
midday that if their aching voids were not
filled there was no one but themselves to
blame. Later in the day there was manifesteda general determination to find
crowds to be happy with. Hard hearts
were softened by prayer and praise at the
churches ; sober faces broke into smiles at
the theatres, and good will toward men,
for ono day at least, was an accomplished
fact. Lights burned late in almost every
house, and when Christmas itself was at
last ready to retire heaven kindly dropped
a snowy coverlet upon it, as was no more

than the due of a day that had been marked
by more human purity and joy than any
other day of the year.

A Letter of Livingstone'*.
3 A very interesting and hitherto unpublishedletter of Dr. Livingstone's has just
been printed in London. It treats of the
Transvaal Boers, whose disaffection is just
now oreating some anxiety to England,
their history, their manners and, what is of
peculiar interest, on their method of fightingthe Zulus. It is not too much to
say that had this letter been known to Lord
Chelmsford when he opened the campaignagainst King Cetywayo he might
have come out of his South African
experiences with some little glory beyondf
that which he has reooived since he returnedhome. In the first plaoe, Dr. Livingstoneshows that the principles which
regulated the treatment of the natives by
the Transvaal Boers was the sourco of all
England's subsequent difficulties with the
natives. Be this as it may, the Boers evi-,
dently understood how to fight the Zalus,
then, it may be added, armed with the assegai.Says Dr. Livingstone:.
Tho Zulus vrero commanded by s bloodthirsty

tyrant named Dingaan, who troacheronsly murdereda largo party of Doers. To avengo this coldbloododmassacre a fight ousued, in which from 3,000
to 6,000 of Dlngaan's warriors ware slain. We have
only tho Boorish version of this affair, yot it is sufficientfor tho purpose of oomparison. They state
their loss to have boon sis. The vast superiority
which the posiesslon of horses and guns imparts is
thus sufficiently obvious. The mode of fighting is
the following:.The Boers approach the Zulus to
within throe hundred or four hundred yards, then
lire and gallop off to a considerable distance and then
reload their guns. The Zulus, pursuing, have by this
tlmo come sufficiently near to receive another dischargefrom the Boers, who again retire as before.
This process soon tires out the fleetest warriors,
and, except through tho accidont of tho stumbling
of a horse or its rider's drunkenness, no Boer evor
stand* a chance of falling Into their hands. The
Boers report of themselvoi that they behaved with
great bravery on the oocasiou. The Zulu warriors
advanood in close columns, and their enemies were

4a VIII tnnvn fliAn nna a at

bullet. Bach being tho oue, the Zulus were advancingIn the lieu of almont certain destruction,
without the possibility of engaging any except tbo
Ix whom accident threw into tholr powor.
It appears certainly very strango, after

reading the above letter, that the English
commander had apparently not the slightestnotion of the methods of Boer warfare,
which, properly understood, would have
saved England tho disgrace of Isandula
and the lives of some thousands of her
soldiers. Tho Zulus during the last campaignwore armed, as at the time of which
Dr. Livingstone spooks, for the most part
with the aBsegai, the musket playing a

very unimportant part in their attacks,
and had the Boer method of warfa*^ been
understood by Lord Chelmsford he should
have been able to settle the Zulu war with

, most insignificant losses.

Rain at Panama aad Suom.

Tho condition in which tho Yioomte do
Lesseps will find trafllo on the Panama
Iioilroad upon his arrival at Aspinwall may
givo him different impressions about the
difficulty of tide lovel canal construction
therefrom tho jaunty assertions he lately
mado in the North American Review. As
Mr. Tennyson remarks in "Enoch Arden,"
things Been are more wondrous than things
heard, and when he sees the devastation
causod by a single November storm
along the Ohagres River he may attach
more importanoe to the opinions of Bir

DAY, DECEMBER 26, 1879.
John Hinvkshuw, Mr. Menocal and other
engineer** familiar with the American
tropics, concerning the effects of the rainfall,than he did at Paris last summer. The
intelligence to-day from the Isthmus is
that "the date is quite uncertain, it may bo
ton days and may be a month," when repairscan be completed 90 that traffio will
bo resumed. While the mean annual rainfallon the Isthmus of Suez is less than
two inches on that of Panama it is more

than ten feet, and a tide level canal there,
in Sir John Hawkshaw's words, "would reeolveand must provide for the whole drainageof the distriot it traverses."

The Judiciary la Politics.

The provision of the constitution of
Maine, under which a republican oommit*
tee.through Mr. Lot M. Morrill, himself
formerly Govornor of the Stato and since
United States Senator and President
Grant's last Secretary of the Treasury.reInnml.11 finvemftr (rurnnlnn to rsnnire the

opinion of tho judiciary npon oil the points
of law which tho Governor and Council
havo ruled at their discretion in passing
upon the election returns, reads thus:.
They (the justice* of the Buprorae Judicial Court)

shall bo obliged to give their opinion upon importantquestions of law and upon aolemn occasions,
when required by tho Governor, Council, Sonate or
House of Representative*.
Maine copied this provision intother constitutionIrom that of Massachusetts upon

their separation in 1820. It was written
into the Massachusetts constitution in 1780
by John Adams in these words:.
Each branch of the Legislature, as well as the.

Governor and Council, shall havo authority to re*
quire the opinions of the justices of tho Supremo
Judicial Court upon important questions of law and
upon solemn occasion*.
In both States instances ofresort to it have

been frequent. As lately as December of
last year a very important opinion was

rendered by the Supreme Court of Massachusettsupon a question suggested by a

dispute between the two branches of the
Legislature as to the rights .of the State
Senate concerning money bills, and it was
adjudged that the power to originate a bill
appropriating money is not limited there
to the House of Representatives. It is
highly creditable to the character of the
judiciary, both in Massachusetts and
Maine, that opinions of this kind, though
rendered without any opportunity being
afforded for argument to the court,
always have commanded universal acquiesoonce,no matter how acute was

the controversy over the points involved.
The Maine judges are paid salaries very
little larger than those ofNew York policemen,and the Supreme judges of Massa>
chusetts several thousand dollars less than
the polioe justices in this city, and yet the
dignity of both benches has been well sustainedand they are filled with able and
learned men who command the confidence
and respect of all the political parties.
On August 20, 1787, Mr. Pinckney, of

South Carolina, madean unsuccessful propositionfor the same sort of a provision in the
convention which framed the constitution
of the United States, evidently borrowing
it Irom John Adams' clause in the Massa-
chusetts constitution, above quoted, for it
-was framed in the precise language of that
clauso, with the exoeption of substituting
the words "Supreme Executive" for Governorand Council." If it had been adopted
the Supreme Oourt of the United States
might have been made a mighty factor In
current American politios, particularly duringthe last twenty years, and we think
that a considerate publio opinion must
regard its rejection by tho Federal Conventionft8 a wise determination.*

Christmas Dajr at Cabal.

It was Christmas day yestejrday for the
five thousand British soldiers who ha»ve
been pont up for nearly a fortnight
in the cantonments of Sharpur. We
may presume that Qeneral Roberts
and his men made merry and »ate the
traditional Christmas turkey and plum
pudding just to keep in good spirits
and have a good think of home
and the country in whose service they
have to fight so desperately just now. The
latest news from Cabul, indeed, would lead
us to infer that the one-armed general was

determined to have a quiet Christmas, in
spite of Afghans and hillmen. News from
Jagdullak says that heavy firing had been
heard on Wednesday in tho direction of
Cabal, and a despatch published in our

cable columns this morning informs us

that the noise resulted from the work of a

small column of infantry, which had
been sent out from tho cantonments
to clear the close country between Sharpur
and CubuL. This energetic notion would at
least insure quiet for some days at Sharpur,
and consequently wo are justified in assumingthat the imprisoned forces had a cbunco
of spending the duy as merrily as could be
hopod for under the circumstances. The
General and his men are not only thoroughlywell provisioned, but it will
be remembered that they found large
quantities of cigars, tobacco and
even pipes in tho Bala tiiasar, and
the traditional plum pudding could
easily bo conoooted from the materials of
the ordinary army commissariat. As for
the Christmas turkey, this was in all prol>»
ability a pagan bird, of which there are

any quantity in Upper ludia and Afghanistan.And, omitting to note the diffofenoe
of time, itisviry probable that just when
Mr. Sullivan was delivering his address on

nationul hymns in tho Academy yesterday,
and touching on the influence of the
well known national melodie>< in campaigns
und battles, the RurrountloU liritiahers were

I

jolting in solemn chorus to render their
familiar "God S&vo the Qaoen" cxprossing
their lealty to Victoria and love of thoir
native land. Outside the aentinels kept,
doubtless, good watcli, and peered earnestly
toward tho passes, hoping moment alter
moment to catch a glimpso of the green
braided puggarees of Qongh's native
troops hourly expected to bring them
rolief. And, a« our latest despatches stuto,
the watching of the sentinels was rewarded
with suocess, for Oeneral Gough succeeded
in reaching Sbarpuf yesterday, thus relievingGeneral Roberts and the entire
British people of a terrible anxiety. The
joy that must have prevailed in the
Sharpur cantonments last night oan, wo

imagine, to use a pretty familiar phrase, be
better Imagined than desoribed. Bat, at

%

any rate, Christmus Day near Uabul must*
have been u jcyous ouo for the long
threatened British.

Our Chronic Trouble* with Venei««l».

Our chronie condition of unpleasantness
with the iiepublic of Venezuela takes the
shape this morning of a search by the Navy
Department, at the request of Secretary
Evarts, for a man-of-war that can be spared
to cruise along the coast of th« country and
try to eonvey an impression that consular
and diplomatic representatives of the United
States are entitled to respeotful treatment.Mr. Eckert, our commercial agent
at Laguayza, has taken refuge in SL
Thomas and reports that the lives and
property of American citizens are unsafe at
his post of duty ; and our Minister, Mr.
Baker, is said to bo on the eve of returning
to the United Stutes. Meanwhile a revolutionis impending froma causes of which
one of the principal is said to be our

State Department's long delay to pass
on tho application of the Venezuelan
government that the awards of the internationalcommission against it upon
American claims to the amount of a million
dollars shall be set aside for frand. Per.

haps, after things are turned upside down
again for the twentieth time at Caracas, we

shall get along more amiably with a new

President of Venezuela, whom our govern*
ment will recognise officially, as it has not
the present exeontive oliiet

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Trouble 1b as easily borrowed as aa umbrella.
If you would see interesting architecture of the

long ago yon will find ft at Kouen, France.
A daughter of Justice Strong, of the United States

Supreme Court, is studying art in Philadelphia.
Wade Hampton is thought by many to be the democratwho will try to extinguish Blaine in the Senate.
Senator Sharon paid taxes in San Francisco this

year to the amount of $30,000. He owns the Palace
Hotel.
Many elegant evergreen trees surrounding vacant

summer residences near Baltimore were cut-and sold
by thieves for Christmas in the city.
Mr. Eugene Hale arrived at' Portland, Me., yesterday,from Iowa. He is in good health and will take

his seat in the Maine Legislature at the opuning.
Captain Burton's "History of the Sword" is said

to be nearly ready. The author has inspected
almost every great collection of Bwords In Buropo.
The Pall Mall OateUe believes that ths comparative

youth of Pop* Leo makes him of a different temper
of mind from Pius IX., who was a revolutionist,
while Leo Is a diplomat.
President Hayes will leave Washington to-day-for

a short holiday visit to relatives in Plainfleld, N. J.
He will stop one night in PhiladelphA with ex-MislaterWelsh, where he will meet General Grant.
In one of the towns of Kormandy is a sign over a

shop, "English and American spoken," and over
another is the sign, "Dentistry, dancing, fencing,
shaving and halrdrossing taught in one lesson."
The politician who ulaims the right to ntter false,

wild and absurd statements that 4eo likely-to misleadpeople is usually the person who declaims
against what he calls the reckless Journalism of the
period.
There is reliable authority for the announcement

that Governor Charles C. Van Zandt, of BhodeIsland,
has beau tendered and will probably accopt the positionof Minister to Bussla. The Governor returned
from Washington yesterday.
A London society journal says:."The Prinoess

Louise has finally determined to sail for Canada
again on the 23d of January, and this faot may at
once put an end to all speculations as to any
domestic flvsat preventing her early return."
John B. Gough, the lecturer, has a family which

consists of a wife and four nieocs. He makes sbout
$30,000 a year, but has saved only about $100,000,
and has a nice farm near Worcester, Mass. He has a
very large collection of Cruikshank's caricatures
and loves to play tenpins. After a lecture he is
rubbed down like a prize fighter.

L.ora Napier or maguaia was givon such abort
notice of his being volectcd to represent Queen
Victoria at the Spanish marriage that Lady Napier
found herself compelled to telograpli full Instructionsto a court milliner at Madrid as to tlie dresses
which sho would require. Lord Napier's hotel expenseswere $250 a day and another $250 for incidentals.
Captain Williams says that he can hit a tn*« with

his fist Harder than he can alub him. lfe says that a
crowd will never go back by simply being told to do
so. He claims that if a man is qlubbed the man

always says that Captain Williams did U. He believes
that as rioo cannot be exterminated the best thing to
do Is to collect all the haunts In one place and ocm-'
trol them.

"It is a curious fact," says London Lxfe, "that
three female sovereigns are ill at the aame time.the
Empress of Russia, tho Queen of Italy and the Quean
of Sweden. Some fatality bas attached Itself to the
number three during the year 1870. Serious attemptshave been made upon tho lives of three of
tbe crowned heads of Europe.the Emperors of
Russia and Germany and tho King of Italy. Tlireo
foreign potentates have been dispossessed.tho
Ameer of Cabul, the Khedive of Egypt and tho King
of Zululand. Throo famous aotors have died.Falconer,Duckstone and Mathews, and the fourth estateis not without Its fatal adhesion to the unlucky
numeral. Three odltors or propriotors of our foromostnewspapers havo bade 'a long farewoll to all
tlieir greatness'.Lawson, Delano and Borgeant
Cox."

It appears that after all the great pyramid does not
indicate the actual end of the world lb 1881, as ProfessorSmytli had fondly hoped. Whether it is that
a more exact ostimato of the look of affairs generally
has caused him to entortsln doubts on this point, or
that he has actually found pyramidal promise of *
period of preparation, the Professor (this is becomingtonchlngly alliterative) now allows us to draw
our breath for a while. Tho year 1881 Is, it seems, to
be the beginning of atimo «of preliminary trial which
may last for half a century.a little too long, we soo,
for any chanoe that* tho Astronomer Royal for Scotlandcan be proved, during his Ufetimo, to have been
mistaken. Tet, should it so chance that the yorld
did come to an end in 1881, he would be ablo (supposingtlmo allowed for the purpose, a]>olnt respectingwhich in the absence of exact Information respectingthe arrangements for that oocasiou we can
express no opinion) to refer to his earlier prediction
as happily forecasting tbe event. That It was sufficientlydeAnite will, we think, be admitted. "From tbe
north beginning of the gallery floor," he says, quottug
Mr. llobert Henzles, "thero la southward processionbegin the years of the Saviour's earthly life, expressedat the rate of a pyramid Ineh to a year.
Tliroe-and-thirty inch-years, therefore, bring us
right over against the mouth of the well, the tv-ne
of tala (loath, while the long, lofty grand gallriry
ahows tlie dominating rata of Hia religion la this
world, defined by the floor length In inohee (1,881
lneh-year*) aa to Ita exact porlod," though tha time
may "terminate very much aooner than moat man

expect, m la shown by tho southern wall IMPENDING."(The eapltala are Profeaaor Smyth's.) Thia
«w written before tha Tureo-hussian war, and ProfesnorSmyth found In that war, whan It aeemad
likely that England might interfere and occupy tha
land of the pyramid, the promise of the end. Hlnoe
that troublo panned we hero heard nothing of anythinglikely to happen before 1881. But we had
hoped that the^-neatlon would be settled in 1M1.
And now we are again told to wait.fifty years, too,
aa though we were planota or auna. In Whose lifetimeoefttoriee eount for nothing.

"SAUOK FOK THE GOOSE."

Pacific Mail Htkamsiiii* Oltob, i
Noukolk, V». Deo. W, 1879. j

To trx Editor or tub Hxuald:.
1 noticed In the Ubbalb of the Slat that aa

accident had happened to the steam yacht Hanrl*

etta.breaking the sliatt. I believe. Ia this portion,
larctwe retribution has followed swiftly. Ou the 11th
of Uocuiubor, ou the passage froui Now York to
Aspinwall, the Clyde bro'xt her shaft aud lout her
propeller overbo.irJ. Our ouly course was to vet to
westward, in the track of passing steamer*. On the
l'ith inst. the aUam yacht Lefollet crossed our bows
lcsa than two miles off. steering southwest, the
Clyde then rescuing in about weat-aorthwest, wind
north. I made signals of distress, but she pasaud on,
taking no uotlro of us.
Early on the uioruing of tho 13th, four o'clock, the

Henrietta hove to under our lee (I had boeu burnlnudistress signals and throwing up rockets). I
asked her to wait by us uutil daylight, and reported
to him ourcoudltion, but nh<> distinctly refused, and
pursued her course. She arrived at Fortress Monro*
the same day, aud did not even report us ou hia
arrival. His vessel is now in a similar condition to
what the Clyde was. Very respectfully,

Thomas u. mouton, Commander.

LITEli.UlV CHIT-GHAT.
"Beautiful Snow" is coming out once more with

other poems by one of Its exclusive authora from
Petersons'.
A now novel dealing with ancient Egyptian life

may shortly be lookod for from tho pen of Professor
Georg Kbers.

Donahue't Mayarine for January has a portrait of
Mr. C. S. Parnell, the leader of the Irish people in
the land agitation.
The Italian ex-Minister, Slgnor Bought, has been

employing his enforced leisure by translating the
entire works of Plato into Italian.
Miss L. Penney has prepared No. 3 of "Headings

and Recitations" suitable for schools and tamper
once organisations, which the National Temperance
Society publish.
The Oriental Church Magazine for December, of

which Rev. Nicholas Bjorring ia editor, has a tart
article on "English Rule in Cyprus," among other
interesting papers.
Captain Burton's "History of the Sword" is nearly

reaiy. The study of the question is intended to be
exhaustive, for Captain Burton has inspected almost
every groat collection of swords in Europe.
"American liallads," by Thomas Dunu English,

wouu iuuou iu iut< aurpurs u»u*uuur ouuwi

How many remember that Dr. Englisli wrote:.
Don't you retuember sweat Alice, lien Bolt,
Sweet Alice who»o hair was »o brown?

"A History of Bedding, Conn.," will be issued next
mouth by Mr. Charles Burr Todd. Nearly oiie-tbird
of the book is devoted to a sketch of Joel Barlow
the poet and statesman, who was a native of Bed?
ding.
"The Illustrated Catholic Family Annual for 1880"

(Catholio Publication Society Company of New
York), with its ohuroh oaluudars, copious ecclesiasticalinformation and religious biographical notes,
mukos an early appearanco.
Mr. John C. Bell writes to say that one of the sons

ot the late Charles Dickens, Francis J. Dickens, ia an
inspector In the Canadian Northwest Mounted Polio*
and is now stationed at Fort Walsh, where he baa
boen for the past four years.
On the 20th of January next will be published U

Borne the first number of Minerva, a new English
monthly magaoine, which the conductors promise
to make cosmopolitan in tone, and for which the?
anticipate a welcome among the widely scattered
English communities throughout the world!
An account of M. J. Dupuis' journey up the Bsd

Birer (the Song-koi) of Tonquiu in 1872-73, which
has of late caused considerable discussion in soma
French periodicals, has been published (Paris: Chal*
lamel) as part of the trausactions of the Sooi^td
Indo-Chinoiso.
The Russian authorities are contemplating the

publication of a goological map of the Caucasus and
Transcaucasia, on the soulo of 1: 3.100,000, which
is to givo details as to the localities where naphtha*
minerals, &o., are found. A large staff of geologlfts
ia employed in examining the country for this puf*
poae.
Messrs. B. Bentley & Son have in the press a da*

scription ot a lady's visit to the less known portions
ot the Great Dominion, giving sketches of sooiial
life, sporting and agricultural prospects, and travellingfacilities in those comparatively unknown
regions. It will be isiued immediately under the
title of "A Trip to Manitoba," and ia dedicated !
Lady Duffcrln.
The Athenatum having nodded thus honestly ad*

mits the tact:."A correspondent has pointed oat i
palpable mistake in our notice of the late Mr. Delane.Sir Robert Peel's letter was written, not la
1346, but when he retired from office in 1836, and
therefore was written before Mr. Dclane'a connectionwith the Time* began." Still it was a quest
mistake for an Buglish literary paper.
A translation of tho Talmud is a deaideratum, and

it will interest students to know that a new Jewish
paper, the American Hebrew, of this oity, la now publishingweekly s translation of the book OB
"Idolatry," by Babbi de Sola Mendes. The dlffloufe
ties in the way of a translator aro here very great*
the Talmudic dialect is difficult, its form of expre*
slon syncopated, and, besides this, the closest famll*
iarlty with Jewish jnrispradenoe, history and
archeology are required.

J. W. Ronton announces a life of Rowlandson,
tho carlcaturlat, with a selection from his works, by
Joseph Gtrego, Giiray's biographer. The work con*
tains 100 illustrations and ia published la two hand*
some volumes. Bowlaudson owea a large part of
his famo to bla illustrations of "Dr. Syntax" and
bis designs to "The Dance of Doath." The author
of this work shows that ho was more than a caricaturistand that hla iuiluenco upon the socioty of his
time was conaidcrable. He was the "spoiled pet" of
a eotorlo which lncludod a goodly proportion of tha
cleverest men of liis day in art, literature and tit*
drama. .

"Ono of Hie Schoolmates" writes the Htoui.w to
ay that Dr. Oerhard Uhllioru, the learned author of
"Tho-Conflict betweou Christianity and Paganism,**
baa his titlo of Abbot from the Utlft Loccum, the
seminary for young Protestant olorgymen over which
he presides. This wo wore aware of, but It may b«
iutorestlng to learu, in our correspondent's words,
that "the lncomo of tho Abbot of Loccum, as such, is
sbout $5,000 a yoar, the best and almost only sine*
cure for clergymen in Hanover. Dr. tfhlhorn hM
gained this hi^h position entirely through hit own
merit, he being tho son of a worthy shoemaker of
Osnaburg, Westphalia."
The Celtic Monthly seems to be prospering, for la

Its December number it comes out with a new dree*
of type and a new aud handsomely designed cover.
Its contents have a Christmas flavor In appropriate
poetical garlands and prose romances, which will
rouder it acceptable to its Irish-American readers,
while more solid pabulum it furnished la its regtt*
lar departments. That a magaaine devoted to the
Colts of Ireland ahould succeed should not be a*
wouderful as that success has hitherto beon wanting
to many efforts in tho samo field. We may note at
the same time that IXmatoe't Magmint, published la
lioston, appears to bo doing well also.
In the forthcoming volume of Prlnoe Motternich'a

memoirs a novol light is thrown on the origin and
motive of tho Holy Alliance. Ho describee it aa A
"high sounding nullity," an 1 says that it was "sltn*
ply tho outcome of a pletistlo mood of the Etnporo*
Alexander." lie adds that it was "not an lustltutloa
for the suppression of popular rights, for the pro«
motion of absolution aud tyranny." "Out of a mix*
ture of rollgioua and politically liberal elements,"
sys M -ttoruluh, "the ldoa of it waa developed uodet
the luflnunee of Madame V. Kondomor and Herr V.
Bcrgasso." Ills estimates of Napoloon and tho Km*
peror Alexander are the reverse of flattering. The
latter l« deeeribed as "a wonderful mixture of manly
endowment Mid fomlnlno «Mknuiei," and the
furuinr we arc told wan nolthor good nor badP

Scrilmer'i for Jauuary la a particularly good and
varied number. Two Instructive articles, with
plentiful illustrations.one ou the United StatM
Life-naving Ssrvice, by J. U. Merryman, and another
on American arina and ammunition, by William C.
Church. The aerie* of "Huccosa with Small Fruits"
takes u* to "HtrAwbarrlea," very tempting And any*

tilingbut small In the woodcuts. "Young Artists'
Life in New York," Illustrated by Virtuosi, is ft
lively paper. Personal reminiscences are furnished
from a Revolutionary Congressman's note book aud
the late Henry 3. Haymond's Journal*. "Th«
Qrandlsetmss 'of Mr. Cable grows in Interest as U
progresses, aud Mr. James' fConfldenoft" is con*

eluded. Julia Ward Howe, It. L. Gilder and Mr.
Stoddard are beard from In poetry, tho Utter In
"Hymn to the Heft." We thought Byron had said
almost all that waa to be aald this century on that
subject. Mr. Glider's poem is dainty, M usual.


